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¦  THE PASTORÕS PARAGRAPHS 
In Alice in Wonderland, Alice asks the cat, “’Would you tell me, please, which way I 
ought to go from here?’ ‘That depends a good deal on where you want to get to,” 
answered the cat. ‘I don’t much care where,’ said Alice. ‘Then it doesn’t matter which 
way you go,’ said the cat.” 

Most of us as individuals, I suppose, don’t think about where we are going in life. We get 
caught up in the same routines, driven by habit, coasting along on a kind of automatic 
pilot. When was the last time you thought long and hard about the direction, the meaning 
of your life? 

It’s not a question we ask when things are going well, is it? The question becomes 
imperative when we come to a turning point, a decision-making moment. 

Well, congregations also have to ask themselves, “Which way ought we to go from 
here?” If we want to keep going the way we have in the past, then the question is 
irrelevant.  If we want to remember “the good ol’ days,” when things were booming, 
programs were being initiated, and new people were joining, that’s great—but only if 
those memories prompt us to new actions, new initiatives, new hopes. 
University Church will soon begin a self-study as one of the first steps in the search 
process for a new senior pastor. If we do that with honesty and openness, we may 
experience some pain. If, also, we trust God and rely on our faith in God’s purposes, we 
will undoubtedly discover wonderful possibilities. 
Good things are happening in University Church these days. Programs and ministries are 
becoming revitalized, exciting things are happening in music and worship. We are 
working closely with university and seminary students and faculty. We came through the 
summer with increased worship attendance and a sound financial situation. 
   

I am thankful for the amazing staff who leads us: Karen is everywhere doing everything; 
Jean amazes all of us with her dedication and knowledge; Glenn leads and cajoles and 
innovates with the choir; Cassandra brings vitality and hard work to Christian 
Development. 
We, of course, have our struggles as a congregation. We are sometimes burdened with 
the Seven Last Words of the Church: “We Have Never Done It That Way.” And we 
always stand in danger of judgmentalism, spiritual arrogance and hypocrisy. 

A bumper sticker caught my attention some years ago: “When you aim at nothing, you 
will hit it every time.” I hope we aim high, toward “the mark of the high prize of our 
calling in Christ Jesus.” 
     Peace, 



WORSHIP  MINISTRY 
 
An initial fall start-up meeting of the Worship Ministry took place on Sunday, September 
7th.  There were nine people in attendance.  A discussion took place about the various 
areas of focus for this Ministry and about an overview of the needs for the future.  The 
Worship Ministry will meet again after  church on October  5th.  We will 
begin to focus on and make plans for the Advent Season.  You are invited and encouraged 
to come to this meeting to help in the planning, learn about what the Ministry hopes to 
accomplish, and perhaps discover where your talents can be of service. 
 

ÒFAITH AND POLI TI CSÓ SERIES AT UNIVERSITY 
CHURCH 

 
In the heat of the 2008 election campaign, University Church will welcome four amazing 
people to discuss “Faith and Politics.” Each of the sessions will begin at 7:00 PM in our 
sanctuary and they will be open to the public. Invite friends to these wonderful 
lecture/discussion evenings. 
 
Thursday, October  16, 7:00 PM Ð William McNary, President of Citizen Action 

USA and Co-Director of Citizen Action/Illinois will be our first speaker. Mr. 
McNary grew up on the South Side of Chicago, and is a well-known activist 
involved in campaign finance reform, environmental issues, anti-racism and 
payday loan reform. 

 
Thursday, October  23, 7:00 PM Ð Professor Chr is Gamwell, The Divinity School, 

The University of Chicago. Dr. Gamwell is one of Hyde Park’s most astute 
Christian thinkers. A Presbyterian clergyman who has written a number of books 
on the subject of faith and politics, he is chair of the Policy Committee of 
Protestants for the Common Good. 

 
Thursday, October  30, 7:00 PM Ð Representative Barbara Flynn Curr ie. Our own 

representative in the Illinois House and Majority Leader, Ms. Currie is a leading 
liberal thinker and activist, involved  as a member of the Board of Directors of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, Illinois Division, and many other organizations. 

 
Thursday, November 7, 7:00 PM Ð David Wi lhelm, former chair of the Democratic 

National Committee, now active in the Barack Obama presidential campaign, a 
member of the Visiting Committee of the U of C Divinity School and the 
Advisory Board of the Christian Century magazine. 

 



UPDATE ON THE 
RAINY DAY CAMPAIGN 

9-14-08 
 
In January 2008, the Board of University Church approved the initiation of the 
Rainy Day Campaign – a capital campaign with the following goals:  
repairing the church’s roof and stonework; building up funds for the Organ 
fund, the Grow the Church fund; and the General fund; and giving a ‘tithe’ to 
our denominations’ capital funds.  At this point, 42 church members and 
friends have made pledges for a total of $86,966.  So far, the church has 
received $37,861 towards these pledges. 
 
Since the start of the campaign, we have made progress on i ts two core 
priorities:  r oof repairs and tuck pointing.  The tuck pointing project involved 
work on all sides of the church as well as walls that traverse the roof.  
Generally, the work needed to be done involved the upper 6-8 feet of the 
walls – lower down the walls have stayed in good shape from the repairs 
done in 1987.  Repairs were also done on the University Avenue entry way 
and steps.  This project cost $21,650 – about 2/3 of what was originally 
estimated. 
 
The roof project benefited greatly from an independent assessment of the 
status of our roof from a retired roofing contractor who goes to church with 
Joe Brown.  The contractor felt that much of our roof was actually in 
reasonable condition – that a coating of reflective sealant would extend i ts 
life for another 7-10 years.  But, there were clearly areas of concern:  the 
organ tower, the section over the East Aisle, sections on the perimeter of the 
sanctuary roof, the University Avenue bays, and the area around the 
education wing sky l ights and central chimney.  With Joe Brown’s help, we 
have received and accepted a bid of $17,500 for removal and replacement of 
the worn out sections.  This work has started, but recent rainy weather has 
slowed things down a bit.  Needless to say, this is a significantly smaller cost 
for roof repairs than the original estimates received for a total roof 
replacement.  Hopefully, these repairs will last for 10 years before a 
complete roof replacement will be needed.  Given the level of pledging our 
members have been able to make ( it is not a great t ime, in terms of the 
economy, to be asking for special campaign gifts) this strategy maximizes 
the number of repairs to the church we can afford to make at this t ime. 
 
In addition to the roof repairs and tuck pointing, the church has spent 
$11,030 on a l ist of smaller repair projects:  t he walls of the ki tchen from 
water leakage last winter, the ki tchen plumbing, painting of several offices 
we rent, replacement of the l ights in the sanctuary with high efficiency 
compact f luorescent bulbs, and upgrades to our electrical system.  Many of 
these projects involve repairs for expected wear and tear on our building that 
our annual budget cannot cover, but probably should.  This is an area of 
concern for me that I think the church should face as we head into our next 
stewardship campaign and construct our budget for 2009. 
 
So, at this point, $50,180 has been spent (or contracted to be spent).  This 
amount is more than the $38,000 we have received so far, but the General 



Fund of the Capital Funds had sufficient funds to pay the balance.  As the 
balance of the $49,000 of unpaid pledges comes in over the next 1-2 years, 
we will be able to make some progress toward our goals of augmenting the 
Organ, Grow the Church, and General Funds as well as making a ‘tithe’ to 
our denominational capital campaigns.  Because we have “saved” about 
$60,000 from our original estimates for the roof and tuck pointing, the Rainy 
Day Campaign would need to raise about $100,000 more than is currently 
pledged to fully meet the rest of the campaign’s goals. 

Dan Hunter-Smith 
Treasurer 

 
THANK  YOU 

We have just arrived home after spending four glorious days at the Stratford Shakespeare 
Festival, a trip you made possible by your contributions to our Retirement Gift.  It was a 
great experience that we recommend to anyone having an interest in the theater. 
Shakespeare's plays continue to provide entertainment and his works insist on revealing 
what's hidden deep within the human soul.  We saw Trojan Women, Taming of the 
Shrew, Love's Labor's Lost and G.B. Shaw's version of Caesar and Cleopatra.  There was 
a wonderful piece called Shakespeare's Universe - Her Infinite Variety which was written 
to provide some context for the unique genius of Shakespeare and the age in which he 
lived and worked. The quotes from John Knox and misogynists of the time gave a clear 
context for the many ways that Shakespeare portrayed women.   

We really enjoyed all the plays that we saw but our two favorites were Palmer Park, by 
Joanna McClellan Glass, and Moby Dick.  Palmer Park takes place in Detroit in the late 
60's, early 70's.  Palmer Park, a neighborhood resembling Hyde Park, is integrated with 
well-educated and sophisticated people.  Everyone works hard at sustaining a multiracial 
community.  Ms. Glass captures well the discomfort, faux paus. and racism  as Black and 
White neighbors work at getting acquainted and sharing a common community vision.  
The thread that holds the neighborhood together is the work everyone is involved in 
raising money for the local school which supplements what the Board of Education can 
provide.   The play unravels as parents from the poor, all black neighboring community 
demonstrate against the overcrowding of their school and demand that their kids be 
enrolled in Palmer Park schools so they can get a quality education. 
Moby Dick was an extra-ordinary production.  It's more like a ballet with the action being 
poetically narrated from time to time off stage.  Since no words are spoken on stage, one 
learns the story from the gestures and facial response of the actors.   It was truly amazing. 

THANK YOU ALL FOR THE GENEROUS RETIREMENT GIFT THAT MADE 
SUCH A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE POSSIBLE! 
  
 Ann Marie and Don 
 
Our new e-mail addresses are adonaldcoleman@gmail.com 
annmarielcoleman 
 
 



NEWS FROM THE MIDDLE EAST 
 
I had an article sent to me by Email from Miryam Rashid, who works for the American 
Friends Service Committee the Middle East Section.  She passed along a letter by one of 
the 45 passengers from around the world who sailed into Gaza with the Free Gaza 
Movement.  The following is part of a longer letter 
 
Sai l ing into Gaza  (by Huwaida Arraf, August 25, 2008) 
 
On Saturday, after 32 hours on the high seas, I sailed into the port of Gaza City with 45 
other citizens from around the world in defiance of Israel’s blockade.  We traveled from 
Cyprus with humanitarian provisions for Palestinians living under siege.  My family in 
Michigan was worried sick. 
 
My family members, though, remember that 60 years ago part of our own family was 
uprooted and driven from their homes in Palestine by Israeli forces.  This loss no doubt 
fueled my decision to risk my safety and freedom to advance the human rights of innocent 
men, women, and children of Gaza. 
 
Israel claims that its occupation of Gaza ended three years ago with its pullout of soldiers 
and settlers.  But because Israel objected to the outcome of a 2006 Palestinian election 
that the Carter Center deemed free and fair, it has blockaded Gaza, severely restricting 
movement of goods and people.  Dov Weisglass, an advisor to Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert, was quoted shortly before the swearing in of the new Hamas government 
as saying, “It’s like a meeting with a dietitian.  We need to make the Palestinians lose 
weight, but not to starve to death.” 
 
More than 200 Palestinians have died in the past year according to Physicians for Human 
Rights – Israel because they could not exit Gaza for needed medical care.  Over 80% of 
Gaza’s population now depends on food aid from UNRWA and the World Food 
Programme.  Unemployment is up to an astonishing 45%.  And hundreds of young 
people are being intellectually starved by Israel’s decision to prevent them from taking up 
overseas academic opportunities. 
 
We nevertheless resolved to act, to symbolically end the siege of Gaza – and to do as 
civilians what governments have lacked the compassion or courage to do themselves.  
Once here, we delivered critical supplies such as hearing aids, batteries for medical 
equipment, and painkillers. 
 
The Lajee Center is in a Palestinian Refugee Camp called Aida which is near Bethlehem.  I 
visited this camp and Center in March of 2008. 
 



The Center received an award for a children’s book that I read to our youth one Sunday. I 
have mentioned this award in our Joys and Concerns reports, but I wanted to include part 
of an email about it for those who did not hear it earlier. 
 
The Boy and the Wall, produced by Lajee Center youth in 2005 with the coordination of 
volunteers Nidal al-Azraq and Amahl Bishara, is a children’s book in which a boy 
imagines how he can resist the Apartheid Wall being built next to his community.  His 
mother helps him to build his dreams.  PsySR activist Jill Flores visited Lajee Center last 
summer.  As she described at the award ceremony, “I saw this book as having multiple 
purposes in terms of encouraging the children to express their grief and their hopes, and, 
since the book is in Arabic and English, it allows for cross-cultural communications about 
peace building and non-violence.” 
 
Please add the Palestinian and Israeli peoples – and their leaders to your prayer lists. 
 
Suggested books and videos to read and see: 
 The Lemon Tree by Sandy Tolan 
 How Long O Lord, edited by Maurine and Robert Tobin 
 Obstacles to Peace, by Jeff Halper 
 The Boy and the Wal l 
 Video:  Occupation 101 
 
I have these books and C.D. and will loan them to you.  Please ask. 

Salaam/Shalom/Peace 
Linda Larson 

 
 
 

YOUTH  BI BLE 
 PRESENTATI ON 

 
 
 
On Sunday, September 14th, University Church presented Bibles to 
members of its youth group.  W il l iam  Hal l  and Ky le Nu r se were 
unable to be with us so Kyle’s Bible was given to his grandmother, 
Nan cy  Reed , to be delivered to him.  Will’s will be presented to him at 
a later date.  Receiving Bibles on the 14th from Rev . Eu g en e W in k ler  
and Christian Development Director Cassan d r a Pat ik as were:  Non i  
Bel l , Helen  Cain , Jam al  Car t h en , Reg in ald  Casey , Joh n at h on  
Fie ld s, D iam on  McKelv in , an d  Rosal i n d  W eav er . 
  



ALL  THE  NEWSÉ É  
 
Mostly unseen angels:  Sharon Hunter-Smith doing work in the gardens surrounding 
the building on August 21st (the day after laser eye surgery!!!)……Mostly unseen 
treasures:  Up on the third floor of our church building is, to me, a hidden treasure.  
Behind the door of room 32 is Matilda’s Studio – a tastefully appointed sewing 
workshop.  Here Matilda Clark conducts sewing classes, does alterations and fashions 
garments for those who discover her.  She is an excellent seamstress – one I can whole-
heartedly recommend after experiencing her handiwork on fabric which I had never 
managed to use myself.  I just thought folks should know.  Jean Ervin……Belatedly but 
with loving prayer we pass on the news of the full-term stillbirth of Lucas Justin 
Barber-Metzner , son of Brittany Barber  and Kevin Metzner , on February 
18th……News also comes via the Disciples Divinity House newsletter of the passing of 
Robert Browning on May 11th.  Robert is the father of Peter  Browning and the brother 
of Don Browning……a HUGE Thank you to Barbara Havens, who has volunteered to 
purchase supplies for and set up first and third Sunday Communion for the remainder of 
the calendar year……Naomi Johnson continues well in her recovery from recent surgery 
to stop intestinal bleeding… both I rving and Ragina Bunton are struggling with health 
issues.  Ragina was not feeling well on Sunday last and reported that Irving is still 
struggling with the effects of one of the drugs he had been taking.  He is finding it 
difficult to maintain his appetite and has lost 20 pounds……Ruby Gonnigan is also 
having health problems.  She has not been feeling well and has missed several Sundays 
with us as a result……Ever wonder who does the work to keep our website up to date?  
Please thank Chuck Jonah the next time you visit the site or see him on Sunday.  You 
will probably find him behind the sound system console because he also is there to make 
sure the system is functioning properly and to adjust it as different people use the mikes.  
GREAT JOB!!!......FAIR TRADE COFFEE IS COMING!  FAIR TRADE COFFEE IS 
COMING!!  Sara Pitcher  has ordered a new supply of coffee (and chocolate after Oct. 
1) for the church and will begin to sell it after church in about a week.  Now you can 
replenish your supply……Almarie Wagner  reports that Jim continues with his chemo 
but tests have not been done yet to see if there is a change in the tumor.  He continues to 
be on oxygen for now……Don Browning states that he is doing fine at the present time.  
He also is having chemo treatments for two lesions found on his liver……For each of 
these friends and family, please keep them in your prayers as they, as with all of us, 
rejoice in the joys of life and seek strength for the trials. 
 

HAPPY  OCTOBER  ANNIVERSARY 
 
 
October   7 - Irving and Ragina Bunton 
    Diane Herrmann and Andy Carter  

 



HAPPY  OCTOBER  BIRTHDAY 
 
 
 
October   1 - Ray Rodgers 
   6 - Shir ley Watson 
  17 - Dan Hunter-Smith 
  24 - Bi l l Hamblin 
  25 - Margo Jonah 
  27 - Zuber i Badi l i 
    Jamal Carthen (12) 
  28 - Eugene Phi l l ips 
  29 - Br ian Hall (8) 
 
 


